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Here foloweth the aſſemble of foules veray ples 
 fauntandcompendyous to rate c here compyled by 
| the pꝛetlared and famoug clekke Sefkray Chaucer. 
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CBoberte Coplande boke pꝛynter to new anglers, 


Newes / newes / newes / haut ye ony newes 
vd yneeres akt / to here ꝓdu call and crye 


Ben bokes made with whyſtelynge and whewes 
Ben there not pet ynoW to your fantaſye 


In fapth nay I tro and pet haue pe dayly 
Ok maters ſadde-and eke of apes and onles 
But pet fo2 your pleaſure/thuſmoche do wyll 
As to lette pou herethe parlament of foules. 
Chauter is deed the whichethts pamphlete wate 
ben his hepzes in all ſuche beſpneſſe 

Ind gone is alſo the famous clerkeLydgate 

Ind ſo is ponge Hawes / god they? ſoules adzeſſe 
Many were the volumes p they made moze 8 leſſe 
They: bokes pe lay bp-tyll that thelether moulet 
But pet foz your myndes this boke J wyll impꝛelle 


Chat is in tytule the parlyament oł foules 


¶ So many lerned at leeſt they ſay they be 
Las neuer ſene / doynge lo kewe good Werkes 
Where is the tyme that they do ſpende tro we pe 
In pꝛapers: pe / whete: in keldes and parkes 

e but where be bycomen alltheclerkes7 
In ſlouthe and ydleneſſe they2 tymedefoules 
Fo2 lacke of wꝛytynge/conteynynge mozall ſperkes 
I muſt impꝛynt the parlament of foules. 
¶ Dytees/and letters them can Jmakemy felfe 
Ok ſuche pnowe beydayly to me bꝛought 
Olde moꝛall bokes ſtonde ſtyll vpon the ſhelke 
Jam in kere they wyll neuer be bought 
Trylles and topes they ben the thynges ſo ſought. 
They: wyttes tryndle lyke theſe flemyſſhe boules 
yet gentyAclerkes folo we hym yeEught 
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He lyfe ſo ſhoztethe craſte ſo longe to lerne 
Che allap ſo hard ſo ſharpe þ coquerynge 
The ũpder iope alway ſipd ſo perne 

All this . vy loue pᷣ my felynge 
Aſtonyeth (ow dzedefull wozkpnge 

So ſoze ywys that whan Aon hymthynkke 
Not wote J well wyere that Awake oz wynke, 


Foz all be that Ino we not loue in dede 
Ne wote how he qupteth folke theyz hyze 
pet happcth me in bokeg oſte to rede 
Ok his mpꝛacles and of his cruell pꝛe 
| There rede J well he wyll be loꝛde and ſpze 
Dare J not ſay his ſtrokes ben ſo ſoze 
But god ſaue luche a loꝛde Ican no moze, 


Ok vſage what foz luſte What foz loze 95 
On bokes rede Jofte as I vou tolde 
But why that IJ poke not all this poze 
Agon / it happed me foʒ to beholde | 
Upon a boke was wꝛyte With letters olde 
And there vpon a cextapne thynge to lerne 
Che longe day Jradde full faſt and yerne, 


8 | Fozoutofoldefeldes as men layth | 
Cometh allthis newe cozne fro pere to pere 
And out of oldebokes in good fayth 
Cometh all this newe ſcyence that men lere 
But now to purpole of mp fy: matere 
To rede fozth gan me to delyte 

That all the day thought me but a lyte. 
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This bokeof whiche J may make menc pon 
Entytuled was all there J ſhall pou tell 
Tullius okthe dꝛemeokthe Cyppon 
Chapptrees is had. vij.oſ heuen and hell 
And erthe and ſoules that therin dwell 

Ok whiche as ſhoztlyas Itan trete 

Ok his lentence J wyll tell the grete. 


Fpꝛſt telleth it whan Cypyon was tome 

Into Fufryke how he mette Meſſymyſſe 

That hym foꝛ iope in armes hathe ynome 

Than telleth i he her ſpeche and all the blyſſe 
That was byt wene them tyllthe day gan mpyſſe 


And how his aunteſtte aufrycanſodere 


Gan on his depe that nyght to hym appere. 


¶ Than tolde he hym that froa ſterry place 
How Aufrycan hathe hym cartage ſhewer 
And warned hym befoze all his grace 

And ſayd to hym what man lernedozlewed 
That loucthcomune pzofyte Well ythewed 
He ſhall vnto a blyſtull plate wende 

There iope is that laſteth without ende. 


Chan aſked he yf the folke that here be dede 
Haue lyfe and dwellynge in an other place 

And Yufrycan ſayd pe withoute dzede 
Indoure pꝛelent woꝛldes lyues ſpace 

Meneth but a mancr dethe what may we trace 
And ryghttull folke ſhall go whan they dye 

Co heuen/andſhewed hymthe galerpe. 
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C Than ſhewed he hym the lptell erthe that here is 
A tegarde ot heuens quant pte 

Aud ſhewed hym the nyne ſperps 
And atter that the melodpe herde he 
That cometh ot thylke ſperys thʒpes the 
That wel is of muſyke ano melodpe 
Inthis woꝛlde and cauſe ofarmonye, 


¶ Than bade he hymſe the erthe that is lo lyte 
And was ſomdell tull ot harde grace 
Chat he ne ſhulde hym in the wozlde delpte 
Than tolde he hym un certayne yeres ſpace 
(That euerp terre ſhulde come into his place 
There it was fyꝛſte and all ſhall out of mynde 
That in this woꝛlde was done ol all mankynde. 


¶ Than pꝛaped he Cyppon to tell hym all 
ye wape to come to heutus blyſſe 
And he lapd knowe thyteite fyꝛit moztall 
And loke ap beſyip thou Woꝛke and wylle 
Co tomune pzofyte and tyou ſhaitt neuer myſle 
Co come ſwopt᷑tip vnto that place dere 

That full ot᷑ biyſſe is and ſoules clere, 


But bzekers ot ehe la we ſothe foz to lapne 
And lech eraus folke after that they ben deed 

| Shallalwaye whꝛie aboute the erthe in peyne 

Cpu many a woꝛlde be paſled out ofdꝛede 

And than foꝛgyuen them all thepʒ wycked dede 

| Thanſhallthey come vnto that biptul piace 
To the whiche to tome eee 
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The day gan taple and the derte nygbe 
That reucth beſtes from theyʒ bulpneſſe 
Byzefre me my boke foz lacke of lyghe 

And to mp bed / J gan me fo: to dꝛeſſe 

Fulfylted oc thought aud bulp heuyneſſe 
Fo bothe I had thynge whiche that Jnolde 
And eke Ine had thynge that J wolde. 


But kpaalp my ſppʒyte at the laſte 

Foz wery ot iny laboure all the dape 

Toke reſt that made me to ſlepe faſte 

And in my ſlepe Jmecceas Jlay 

How Aufrycanryghcin that ſelfearap 

Chat Cyppon hym ſame befozechatteyde 
Was comen and ſtove ryght at mp beddes ſpde. 


The werp bunter uepynge in his bed 
To woode agapnehis mynde gathe anone 
The iudge dzemeth how his pleps beſped 

The carterdzemech how his cartes gone 
Therfrhyeofgolde the kuyght fyghe with his fone - 
The leke metethHedzynkech ofthetonne 


Thelouermetesh he bathe his abr wonne. 


Can I not ſay yłthat the tauſe were 
Foꝛ I red had ot᷑ ⁊ułxytan betoꝛne 
That meto mite that ve ſtode there 
But thus tayd hethou halt che ſo well boꝛne 

n | eoldebokeall tot mr 
Of Wwhiche Matrobye rought not alyte 
That lomdele ol thy laboure wolde Ithe qupte. 
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Cytherea thou blyſfull lady ſWete 

That with thy fyꝛy bꝛonde daunteſt whore ß leſte 
And madeſt me this l Weuen foz to miete 
Be thou mp helpe in this foʒ thou mapſte beſte 
As wylſhly as I ſawethe noꝛth nozth Weil 
Wyan J beganne my ſweuen foz to pte 
So ye gyue memyght to ryme and to tndyte. 


This fozeſayd Jufrycan me hente anout 

And fozth with hym vnto a gate bought 
Byght of a parke walled with great ſtone 
And ouer the gate with letters large ylwzoughs 
There Were verles wꝛyten as me thought 
On epther halle of full great dyiference | 
Df whiche J ſhall you (aye the playne ſentence, 


Thzugheme men go into that blyſfull place 


e glad thou reder and tyy ſozoweofcaſte 
open am J paſſe in and hye the faſte. 


Thꝛughe me men go than ſpake that other ſyde 
uto the moꝛt all ũ roke of the fpere | 
t whiche dyſdayne and daunger is the gyde 
here tree ſhall neuer leues bere | 13 
his ſtreme you ledeth vnto the ſoꝛowtull were 
here às the fyſſhe in pꝛyſon is all dꝛye 
he eſthewynge is the remedy, 


Thele verles okgolde and blackeywzyten were 
Ok whiche J gan a ſtounde to beholde 

Foz with that one enctealed ay my fere . 

Ind with that other gan myne herte to bolde 
That one me hette that other dyd me colde 

No ſytte had J foꝛ erroure fo2 tocheſe 

To entre oz ſle oʒ me to ſaue oꝛ leſe. 


¶ Byght as bytwene Adamantes two 

Ok euen mygbt a ppete ot y2onlette 

That hathe no myght to meue to ne fro 
Foz what that one may hale that other lette 
So fared J that J ne wyſt wherethat me was betts 
To entre oꝛ leut tyll Fufrycan my gde 
Me hente and ſhofe in at the gates wyde. 


¶ And ſayd it ſtandeth wꝛyten in thy fate 
CThyne ertoure thoughe thou tell it not to me 
But dꝛede the not to come into this place 

Foꝛ this wꝛytypnge is nothynge ment by the 
Ne by none but he loues ſeruaunt be 

Foz thou of loue hae loſt thy taſt I geſſe 

As (cke man hathe ok lwete and bytterneſle. 


¶ But nethles all though thou be dull 

That thou tau not do pet map thou ſe 

Fo: many a man that may not ſtande a pun 

pet lyketh hym at the wzaſtlynge foꝛ to be 

And demeth pet whether he do bette oz he 

And yf thou han: conyuge foꝛ to endpte 

IJ ſhallthe ſhewematet ok to wzpte. | 
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¶ And with that my hande in his hetoke anone 
Of whiche J confozte caught and went in faſte 


But loꝛde lo J was glad and well bygone 
Foz ouer all where Impne epes caſte 


Were trees clad with leues that aye ſhail laſte 


Eche in his kynde with coloure freſſhe and grene 


38 emera ode that iope was to ſene. 
¶ The bylder oke and eke the hardy aſſhe 


The pyler elme / the cofer vnto carapne 


The boxe pype tree / holme to whyppes laſſhe 
The ſaple perde fy2re-the typꝛeſſe dethe to plapne 
The ſhoter ewe / the alpe fo: ſhaftes plapne 

The olpue of peas and eke the dꝛonken vyne 

The v:ctoz palmethe lauret to deupne. 


CI garden ſawe J full ofbloſomed bowis 
Upon a rpuer in a grene mebe 

There as ſwetenes euermoꝛe pnoughe is 
Witch floures whyte blewe pelo we and rede 
And colde well ſtremes not hynge deed 

And ſwymmynge full ol ſmall fyſſhes lyght 
With fynnes reed and ſcales ſyluer bzyght. 


| N 
¶ On euerp bough the byꝛdes herde Jſynge 
With voyceof angell in theyz armonpe 

Chat buſped them theyz byꝛdes foꝛt he to bzyynge 
Che lytell conyes totheyꝛ play gan bye 

And further aboute J gan eſppe 


The dꝛe full roo the buctze the herte and hynde 


Squz2clland beeſtes mall of gent ll hynde. 


On inſtrumentes ok ſtrynge in a coꝛde 
Herde J ſo plape and rauyſhynge lwetenelle 
That god that maker is of all and lozde 

Ne herde neuer better as Jgeſſe 

Cher mith a wynde vneth it myght be leſſe 
Made inthe leues grene a nopte ſofte 
Icozdynge to the loules ſonge on lolte. 


The apꝛe ołthat place ſo attempꝛed was 
That neuer was greuauncetherok hote ne colde 
There groweth euery hollome ſpyce and gras 
No man may there Wexe ſete ne olde 

vet was there moze iope a thouſande folde 

No man can tell neuer wolde it nygot 

But ay clere day to ony mannes ſyght. 


Under a tree beſyde a well Jſaye 
Cupide out loꝛde his aro wes fozgeand fyle 
And at his fete his bo we all redy lape 

And Wyll his doughter tempered all the whple 
The hedes inthe well and with a harde fyle 
She touched them akter as they ſhulde lerue 
Some to ſle and (ome to wounde and kerue. 


Tho was J ware ok pleaſaunce anone rygyt 
And ol araye and luſt and curteſye 

Andol thecrafte that can and bathe the myght 
To go befozea wyght and to do folpe 
Dyltygurcd was lhe J hall not lye 
And by hymſelte vnder an oke J gelle 
Sawe J Delpte that ſtode with Gentylaelle, 
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I (awe beaute without ony atpꝛe 
And poughe full of game andtolyte 
Foole hatdyneſſe flatery and deſy;e 
Maſſagery mede and other thze 

They2 names (hall not be tolde foz me 
And vpon pplers great oftaſperlonge 
Iſawea temple of bzas founded ſtronge. 


Aboute the temple daunced al way 
Women ynoweof whiche ſome were 
Fapꝛe ot themſelfe and ſomeofthem gay 
In kpꝛtles all dyſſheueled went they there 
That was they? offpce al way tro pere to pere 
And on the temple ſa we J whyteand fay;e 
Ol douues Whyte many an hundzeth papꝛe. 


Befozethetemple doze full ſobꝛelye 
Dame peas ſate a curtaynetn her honde 
And her beſyde wonder dyſcretipe 
Dame Pacyence ſyttynge there Jfonde 
With face pale vpon an hyll of ſonde 
And alder nexte within and withoute 
Beheſte and arte and of they foltze a toute. 


Within the temple with ſyghes hote ag fpꝛe 
herde a ſyghe that gan aboute renne 

Wyiche tyghes were engendꝛed With deſy;e 
A made euerp auter foz to bꝛenne 


fnewe flamme and Jelpped thenne 
hat all the cauſeofſozowes that they dzye 
meofthe bytter goddes Jalolpe. 
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ew god Pyzapus ſawe Jas J wente 
ithin thetemple in foucrayne place ſtande 
In luche arap as whan the aſſe hym ſhente 
With erye bynyght and with his ceptre in hands 
Full beſyly men ganne aſſape and fonde 

Upon his heed to lette ol ſondzy hewe, 
Garlandes fullof freſſhe floures newe. 


¶ And in a pꝛeup cozner indyſpozte 
Founde J Venus and her pozter rycheſſe 
That was full noble and hauteyne ot her poꝛte 
Dcrke was that plate and after warde lygytuelſe 
Iſawe alpte vnneth it myght be leſſe 
Andon a bedde ok golde ſhelayetoreſte 
Tyllthat the hote ſonne gan to the Welk, 


¶ Her gylte heers with a goldethzeed 
Ibounden were vntreſled as ſhe lape 

And naked fro the bzeeſt vnto the heed 7 
Men mpyght her ſe and lothly foz to lap 

The remanent couered well co my pay 
Byght with a lubtyll keuercheſſe of valence 
There was nothycker clothe okdelence. 


¶ The plate gaue 8 thoulande ſauotires ſwote 
Ind Bacchus god ot wpne late hex beſyde 
And Ceres nexte that dothe ot hunger bote 
And as J ſayd ampddes lap Cupyde 

To whome on knees the yonge folkes cryde 
To be thepz helpe but thus Jlet her lye 
Ind lerther in the temple J ganeſpye, 
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| Thatindeſpyteof Dyane thechaſte 

| Full many a bowe ybzoke hanged on the wall 
Of mapdens ſuche as ganthey: tymes waſte 
In her ſeruycc and peynted ouer all 
Ok many a ſtozy of whiche.J touche ſhall P 
Afewe as ot Calyxte and Jthalante 

Ind many a mapde of whiche the name J wante. 


Semiramus Candace and Hercules 

Byblys Dido Teſbe and Piramug 

Tryſtram pſoude Parys and Achylles 
Helepne Clcopatre and Troplus 

Splla and ezethe mother Romulus 

All thele were papnted on that other ſyde 

And all theyz loue and in what plyte they dyed, 


Whan J was come agapne into that place 
That Jofſpake that was ſo ſwete and grene 
Foꝛthe walked J tho my ſelfe to ſolace 

Tho was J ware Wherethereſatea quene 
That as oflyght the ſomer ſonne ſhene 
Palleth the ſtetre ryght lo ouer meſure 

She fayzer was than ony creature. 


And in a launde vpon an hyll of flowzes 
Was let this noble goddes of nature 
Ok bzaunches were her halles ⁊ her bo wꝛes 
YW2ought after her crafte and her meſure 
' Nethere was foule that comcth of engendure 
That there ne were pꝛeſte in her pꝛelente 
To take her dome and gyue her audpence. 
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Foꝛ this was on lapnt Ualentynes dap 

Whan euer foule cometh there to chole his make 
Ok cuery kpnde that men thynke maye 

Andthat ſo h:: ae a nopſe gan thep make 

That erthe ſee and tree and euer plage 
So full was that vnneth was other (pace 
Foz me to ſtande ſo full was euer place, 


And ryght as Aapne inthe pleynt of &ynde 
Deupleth nature ol ſuche arape and face 
In ſuche arape men myght her there fynde 
This noble empꝛeſle full of grace 
Bade euer foule to take heroWne place 
As they were Wonte al way fro pere to pere 

On laynt Ualent pnes dap to ſtande there N 


f 


That is to ſaye the foules ot raupne 

Were hygheſt ſet and than the foules (male 
That eten as nature Woldeenclyne * 

As wozmeozthyngeof whithe J tell no tale 
But water foule ſate lo weſt inthe dale 
And foule that lyucth by lede late on the grene 
And that ſo man that wonder was to ſeue. 


There myght menthe ropall egle fynde 
That with his ſharpe loke perceth the ſonne 
Indother egles ofa lower kpnde 
Ok whiche that clerkes well deuyſcn konne 
There Was thetyzaunte with his fethers donne 
And grene J mene the goſhauke that dothe payne 
To by2des fo his outragyous rauarne. 
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| Thegentyll faucon that with his fote dyſtrepneth 
 Thekynges hande-/the ſperhauke ee 

The quaples fo the merlyon that pepneth 
Hymſelfe fulloftethelarke foꝛ to ieze 

(There was the douue with her eyes metze 

The icloule twanne ayenlt his dethe that ſyngeth 
The oule eke that ol dethe the bode bzyngeth. 


¶ The crane the geaunte with his trempes ſewne 


The thele the choughe and cke ỹ iangiynge pye 
The ſcoꝛnynge iapethe egles fo herowne 
The fals lapwynge full ot trechery 
The ſtare that the counſeyle gan beW2ye 
The tame ruddcke and the towarde kytte 


The cocke that ozologets ofthozpes lyte. 


The ſparowe Uenus lone / the nyghtpngale 
That clepyth fozth the freſſheleues newe 
The ſwalowe moꝛdꝛer of the foules (male 
That maken honp of floures freſſhe of hewe 
The wedded turtle with his hertetrewe 
The petocke with his angels fethcrs bꝛyght 
The kclaunte ſtoʒner ołthe cocke by nyght. 
The waker goes the cukkowe turt Mynde 
The popyntayfullofdelycaſps 

The dꝛake ſcoꝛner ot his owne kynde 

The ſtozke wꝛetzer of auowtrye 
Che hote cozmeraunte ok glotenpe 


The rauen and the trowe with her voyte of care 
Che thꝛoſſle olde and the froſty keldfare. 
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What ſhulde Fſayoffoules euery kynde 
That iathis wolde haue fethers and ſtature 
Men myght in that place alſembled fynde 
Bekoꝛe that noble goddes of nature 

And ycheofthem dpd his bely cure 
Benyngly ts choſe oʒ foʒ to tage 

By her acozde his foʒmell oʒ his make. 


But to the poynt nature helde on her honde 
A fo:mall egle ot ſhape the gentplleſt 

That euer ſhe ymonge her w9zkes fonde 
The moſt benynge and goodlyeſt 

In her was every vertue at his reſt | 
So ferfozthe that nature her leile had blyſſs 
To loke on her andofte her beketokyſle, 


Natute the vyker okthe almpghty loꝛde 
That hote colde heup lyght moyſte and dzye 
Hathe knytte by euen nombze ok a toꝛde 
In eſp voyce began to ſpeke and (aye 
Foulcs take hedeof my ſentence J p2aye 
And foz pour eaſe in furtherynge of yournede 
As faſt as Imap ſpeke I wyll me ipede. 


Pe knowe well how on faynt Ualentynes day 
By my ſtatute andthzugh my gouernaunce 
e come loꝛ to choſe and fle your way 

ith your makes as I pꝛycke you With pleſaunce 
But nethles my ryghefull gouernaunte 
May Jnot let foz allthis woꝛlde to wynne, 
That hethatmoſtis Wozthy ſhall begynne» 
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Che tertell egle as that ye znowen wel 0 
Che foule roy all aboue pou all in degre L 
The wyle and wozthy the lecrete true as ſtele 
The whiche J haue fourmed as ve map ſe 

n euerp parte as it beſt lyketh me N 
t uedeth not his ſhappe pou todeuple 
be ſhall fpzit choſe and ſpeketn his gpſe. 


And alter hym by oꝛdꝛe ſhall pe chele 
Alter your kynde euerpche as pou lpketh 
And as your happe is ſhall ye Wynne 02 leſe 
But Wwhiche of youthat loue moſte entrpketh 
God lende hym her that ſozeſt foz hym ſpketh 
Andtherwitchall the tercell gan ſhe calle 
And ſapd my ſone the chops is to pou pfalle. 


But netheles in this condypcpon 
Muſt be the choys ot euetyche that is here 
That ſhe agre to his eleccpon 
Who lo he ve that ſhulde be her kere 

This is oure vlage al wap fro pere to pere 

And who lo maye atthis tyme haue his grace 
In blyſtull tyme he came into this place. 


With heed enclyned and with full humble chere 

This ropalleercellſpake and taryed nought 

Unto my ſouereygne lady and not my fere | 

ce | Jcheſe andcheſſe with wyll and herte and thought 

The foʒmell on pour hande ſo well J w20ught. 

Whole J am all and euer wyll her lerue 

Do What her luſt to do me lyue oꝛ ſteru r. 
The ꝑ.okt fou. B. i. 
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Belechyngeherofmercyandofgrace 
As ſhe that is my lady ſoucrayne 
Oꝛ let me dye p2eſeatinthis place 
Foꝛ certes lounge may Jaot Pucinpapne 
Fo2 in myne herte is kozueneuery bepne. 
Hauynge re warde onciy to mytruthe 
My dere herte haue on my wo ſome ruthe. 


Ind pk J be founde to her vntrewe 
Dylobepſaunte oz wylfull neclpgent 
AZuauntour oz in pꝛoteſſe loue a newe 
Jp2ay to pou this be my iudgment 
That with theſe foules J be all ta rent 
That ylke day that euer ſhe me fynde 
To ber vntrewe er in mygyite vnkynde. 


And ſyth that noneloueth herſo weil as J 
All thoughe ſhe neuer ot toue behette 

Chan ought lhe be myne thꝛugh her mercp 
Foꝛ other bonde can I none on her knette 
Foz neuer foz no woye all Jlette 
Toſerue her how ferre ſo that ſhe wende 
Say what thou leſt my tale is an ende. 


Byght as the freĩſhe rted role newe 
Iyenlt the ſomer ſonne roloured is 

Byght ſo fo: ſhame all weren ganthe hewe 
Ok this foꝛmell whan ſhe herde all this 
Neyther ſhe anſwered well ne lapddamys 
So ſoze abaſched was ſhe tyll that Nature 
Sapd doughter dꝛede vou not Jyou aſſure, 
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Olo wer kynde and ſayd that ſhulde not be 


| 
Another ecrcellegleſpake anone 


Jloue her better than ye do by laynt Johan 
Oꝛ at leſt I toue her as Weil as ye 
And lenger haue ſerued het in my degre 


42 


© | Fro poynt to poynt her honoure foz to ſaue 


To nie alone had be the guardonynge, 


dare eke lap pf ſhe me fynde kals 
Unhkynde iangler oz rebell ony wyle 
Oz taloute do me hange bythehals 
And but J bere me in her ſeruyſe 
As well as my wytte can me luffpſe 


Take (he mylyfe and allthe good J haue. 


Che thyꝛde tertell egle anſwered tho 
Ho ſyꝛs ve ſe the iptell lapter here 
Foz cucrp toule crycth out to be ago 
Fozthe With his make oꝛ with his lady der 
And ekeherſcife wyll nought here 

Foz taryenge her not halfe that I wolde (ap 
And but I ipeke J muſt toʒ ſoʒo we dey. 


Ok longe ſerupte auaunte I me nothynge 
But as poſlyble is me to dye to day 


; 


Foz wo as hethat hathe belanguyſſhynge 
ThecſetWwenty wynter and well happen may 
A man map ſerue better andmoze to pay 

In halfe a pere though it werenomoze 


Thay ſome man dothe that hathe ſerued full yoze, 


And pf ſhe (hulde haue loued foz longeloupnge; 


| 


Ine ſap not this by me foꝛ Ine can 

Do no lerupcethatmay mp laoy pleſe 
But J dare ſay Jam her trueſt man 

As to my dome and fayncſt wolde her pleſe 
At ſhoꝛte Woꝛdes tyli that dethe me ſeſe 

F wyll be hers wheder J walke oz wynke 
And true in all that herte may bethynke. 


Ok all my lyfe lyth that day ' was bozne 
So gent vll ple in toue oꝛ other thynge 
He herde Ineuer no man me befozne 
Who that had leyſer and connynge 

Fo2 to rehers her chere and her ſpekynge 
And from the moꝛowe gan this ſpeche laſte 

Tyll downe warde wente the ſonne wonder kaſte 


The noyſe ot fowles fo to be del puered 

So loude range / haue doone and let vs wende 
That well wende Jthe wood all to ſhyuered 
Come ot they crped alas ve wyll vs ſhende 
Wyan ſhall your curſed pledynge haue an ende 
How ſhulde a iudge eyther party leue 

Foꝛ pe oʒ nap without ony pꝛeue. 


The goos the ducke and thecukkowe alſo 

So cryed keke kekt tuktzo we queke queke hye 
That thzugh myn eeres the nopſe wente tho 
The goos (ayd tho all this nys wozthe a flye 
But I can ſhape hereof aremedpe 

Ind wyll ſay my verdyte fayze and lwythe 
Foz water foule who ſo be ſad oz blythe. 


And J foz woꝛme fouleſayd the foulecuckovp 
Fo2 J wyllof myneoWne auctozyte 

F0z comune ſpede take on me the chargenow 
Foz to delyuer vs is great charpte 

ve may abyde a whyle pet parde 
Muod the turtle yt be your Wwyll 
AI whyght may ſpeke hym were as good be ſtpll. 


Jama ſede foule one the bnwozthpeſt 

That wote J well and lytell ol connynge 
But better is that a wyghtes tongue reſt 
Thenentremete hm ot uche dopnge 

Ot whiche he nepther rede can noꝛ ſynge 
Aud who ſo dot he full foule hymleite aclopeth 
Foz offyce vncommyttedofte anoyeth, 


Nature whiche that alway had an ere 

Co murmure ok the le wodneſſe behynde 

With faconde voyte ſayd / holde your tongues there 
And J ſhall ſoone J hope a tounſell fynde 

you foz to delyuer and from this nopſe vnbynde 
FJliudgeofeucry folke men ſhall one call 

Co lay the verdyte of pou foules all, 


Aſſented Were to this concluſyon 

The byzdes all / and foules of raupne 

Haue choſen fyꝛſt by playne electpon 

The tercelet ofthe faucon to dyffyne 

All her ſentence and as hym luſt to termyne 
And to natute hym they dyd p2eſent 

| Ind ſheaccepteth hym with glad entent. 

The allem. of fou. B.iij. 


The tercelet ſaydthenin manere 

Full harde were it to pꝛeue it by reaſon 

Who loueth beſte this gent vll fozmell here 
Fo2 cuerpche hath ſuche replycacpon 

That by (kylles may none ye brought adoune 
F cannot le that argumentes auaple 

Then ſemeth it there muſt be bataple. 


All redy quod this egles tercelles tho 

Nay ſvꝛs quod he yf chat I durſt it ſay 

pe do me Wongemytalcis notydo 

Foz \y:s taketh not a grefe I pꝛay 

It may not as ye Wolde in this way 
DOurs is the voyce that haue the charge in honde 
And to the iudges dome ye mult ſtonde. 


Ind therkoꝛe I ſay as to my wye 

Me wolde thynke how that the woꝛthpeſt 
Ok kuyghthode / and lengeſt had vled it 
Moſt of eſtate ot blodi the gent plleſt 

Were lyttynge to her yfthat her leſt 
And of theſe thz (he wote her ſelfe Itrowe 
Whiche that he be / foz it is lyght to knowe. 


The water foules haue they hedes layde 
Togyder / and of ſhoꝛte aupſement 
Whan eueryche had his large golde ſayde 
Thep layd ſothely all by one allent 
Howthat the goos with her faconde gent 
That lo deſy2cth to pꝛonounce our nede 

Shall tei our tale and pꝛaped to god her lpede. 


And foz theſe water foules tho began 
{The goos tolpeke and in her cakelynge 
She lapd pes noWw/takekepe cuerp man 


Ind herken whiche a reaſon J ſhall fozth bzynge 


My wytte is ſharpe Jloue no taryenge 
J (ſay I rede hymthoughe he were my bꝛother 
But ſhe wyll loue hym let hym loue another. 


Lo here a perkpte reſon oła goos 

Quod the ſperhauke neuer mote ſhe the 

Lo ſuche it is to haue a tongue loos 

Now parde fole it were better foz the 

Haue holde thy peas then ſhewedthpnycete 
Itlyeth not in his wytte no in his wyll 
But lothe is ſapd a foole can not be ſtyll. 


The laughter aroſe of gentyll foules all 

And ryght arone the lede foules choſen had 

Che turtle ttue / and dpd her to them call 
Ind pꝛaped her to ſape the ſothe ſad 

Ofthis mater / and aſked what ſhe rad 

And ſhe anſwered that pla ynly her intent 

She wolde ſhewe / and lothly what ſhe ment. 


Now god foꝛbede a louer ſhulde chaunge 

The turtle ſayd and were fo: ſhame all reed 
Though that his lady cuermoꝛe be ſtraunge 
pet lete hym lexrue her alwap tyll he be deed 
Foz ſothe I pꝛapſe nought the goſes reed 

Foz though ſhe dyed J Wolde not other make 
I Wwyll behers tyllthat the dethe me tatze. 


Well bourded quod the duckeby my hat 
That men ſhulde loue al way cauſeleſſe 
Who can a realon ſynde oʒ wytte in that 
Daunceth he mery that is moꝛthleſſe 
Who ſhulde recke of that is techeleſſe 
Pe quetze quod the ducke full Well and fapꝛe 

There he mo ſtertes god wote than a pape. 


Now fy choꝛle quod the gent ll tertelette 

Out of the donghyll came that woꝛde full ryght 
Thou cauſte not ſe whiche thynge is Well bylette 
Thou fareſt by loue as owles do by lyght 

The day them blyndeth full well they le by nyght 
Thy kynde is of lo lo we a wꝛetchedneſſe 
That what loue is thou cauſt not ſe no; geſle 


Tho gan the cuckow put hymſelfe in pꝛeas 
Foz foule that eteth Woꝛme / and ſayd as blyue 
So J quod he may haue my mae in peas 

I rectze not how longe that pe ſtryue 

Let yche of them be lolepne all theyꝛ lyue 
This is mp reed ſyth they may not acozde 
This lhozte leſſon nedeth not recozde. 


ye haue the gloton fylled pnoughe his paunche 
Than are we well ſapd the emeripon 

Thou murdererof hapſoge onthe bzaunche 
That noon the koꝛth thou rufull gloton 

L yuethou (oleyne woꝛmes coxrupcyon 
Foz no fozcets fo: lackeofthynature | 
Go lewde be thou whyle thy lyfe may dure. 
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Now peas quod nature Jcommaundehere 


- Foz J haue herde all pour opynyon 


And in effecte pet be We neuer the nere 
But fynally this is my concluſyon 
Chat ſhe herlelfe (hall haue her eletcpon 

Of whomeher luſt who lo be wꝛothe oz blythe 
Hymthat ſhe cheſeth he ſhall haue her as ([wythe, 


| Foꝛ ſyth it may not here dyſcuſſed be 


Who loueth her beſt as ſapd the tercelet 
Than wyll J dothis fauoure to her that ſhe 
Syall haueryght hym on whom her herte is ſet 
And he her that his herte hath on her knet 

This iudge Jnature foz Imap not lye 

To none eſtate J haue none other epe. 


But as fo2 counſeyle to chele a make 
pf J were teaſon than wolde J 
Counſeple pou theroyall tercclltake 

As ſayd the tercelet fullſkylfully 

As foz the gentylleſt and moſt worthy 

Whiche J haue wzought ſo Well to my pleſaunce 


- That it ought to be to you a luffyſaunce. 
With dzedefull voyte the koꝛmel her anſwerde 


My ryght full lady goddes ok nature 

Sothe is that J am cùer vnder pour perde 

As is euery other creature 

And muſt be youres whyle my lyle may endnre 


And therfoꝛe graunte me my kyꝛſt boone 


And myne entent J ſhal you ſay ryght ſoons 
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Igraunte it vou quod ſhe and ryght anone 
This fozmcll egle ſpake inthis degre 
Almyghtyquene vnto this pere be done 

Jaltze reſppte fozto adupſe me 

And after that to haue my choys all fre 

This is all and ſome that J wolde ſpeke and ſep 
Ye gete no moze all though ve do me dey. 


FI wyll not ſerue denus ne Cupyde 
oz ſothe as vet by no maner way 

Ho w ſythie may none other wapes betyds 

Quod nature here is no moꝛe to lap 

Than wolte Ithat theſe foules were away 
yche with his make foz tarpenge longer here 
And ſapd them thus as yelhall after here. 


To vou ſpeke J pe tertelettes ſayd nature 
Bt ot good herte and ſerue ye all the 

A pere is not ſo longe to endure | 
And ycheof you peyne hym in his deg 
Foꝛ to do Well foz god Wote qupte is ſhe 
Fro you this yere what after ſo befall 
This entremelle is dꝛeſled fro pou all. 


And whan this werke all wzought was to an ende 
To cucry foule nature gaue his make 

Bp cuen atozde and on theyz Way they wende 
Aloꝛde the blyſſe and toyethat they make 
Foz ycheofthem gan other in wynges take 
Ind with theyz neckes yche gan other wynde 
Thankynge al way the noble goddeg ol kynde 


But kyꝛſt were there cholen foules fo) to ſynge 
As pere by yere was alway they: blaunce 

Co ſynge a roundell at theyz departynge 

To do Nature honoure and pleſaunce 

The note Atrowe ymaked Was in Fraunce 
The woꝛdes were ſuche as pe may here tynde 
{The nexte verſe as Inow haue in mynde. 


¶ Que bien apme atard oblpe. 


Ind with they ſhout ge whan they; ſonge was do 
That foules made at thepꝛ flyght awap 
IJwohe/and other bokes tobe me to 

(To rede vpon / and pet Jrede al wap 

'Jhope yWpsS to rede ſo ſome day 

That I (hall mete ſome thynge fo; to fare 

Che better / and thus to rede Þ Wyll not ſpare. 


Explicit tractatus de con ttone bolucrium 
2 ſancte Unlentini. ne 


¶ hus endeth the con nok foul 
on laynt Llalentynes dap, Re 
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In termes olde / ot ſentencecierednewe 


¶ Impꝛynted in london in Fete ſtreteattheſygneof 


CL cnuoy ol R. Coplande boke pꝛynter. 


Ayde vpon ſhelfe /in leues all to tone 
ä With letters dymme / almoſt defaced clene 
Thy yyliynge totte / with Wozmes all to wozne 
Thoulap/that pyte it was to ſene 
Bounde with olde quapꝛes /ſoʒ aege all hooze # grene 
Thy mater endoꝛʒmed /foꝛ lacke of thy pꝛeſence 
But nowe thou arte loſed / go ſhewe fozth thy ſentece 


And where thou become ſo oꝛdze thy language 
That in extute thy pzynter loke thou haue 

Wyiche hathe the kepte frome ruynous domage 

In ſuowe ſwyte paper /thy mater foz to laue 9 a 
Wuh chyitze ſame langage that Chaucer to the gait? 


Tha methe moche Weter / who cã hig mpde auewe - 


And pf a louer happen on the to rede 

Let be the goos With his lepyde ſentence . 
Unto the turtle and not to her to tane hede 

Fo wha ſochaungeth/true loue dotheoffence- 
Loue as J rede is floureofcxcellence 
And lout alſo is rote ot wꝛetchednelle 

Thus be two loues / ſcryture bereth wytnelle. 


C.Finis. 


the Sonne agaynſte the condyte / by me Wyntzyn de 
Weꝛde. The. xruij. day of Januar /inthe ycreofour 
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